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Development of a shared space

 Concept

 Context 

 Processes

 Features
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Shared space concept

 Pioneered by Dutch traffic engineer

 Reduced definition between vehicle and non-vehicle 
space

 Removal of traffic management features: kerbs, signs 
and markings, and blacktop surfacing 

 Lower vehicle speeds and improve social value and 
function of streets

 Common in Europe, limited use in NZ 
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Auckland context

 First of up to 4 shared streets being developed in 
Auckland

 Recognition of value by Council 

 Amendment of bylaws to allow for shared space 

– A driver of a vehicle entering or proceeding along 
or through a shared zone must give way to a 
pedestrian who is in the shared zone.

– A pedestrian in a shared zone must not unduly 
impede the passage of any vehicle in the shared 
zone
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Tightened radius

Entrance speed table

Narrowing adjacent to tree

No entry 

Exit speed table 
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Summary

 Dual purpose space: local and event function

 Consideration of urban design (and art) issues 
throughout development

 12 month monitoring of vehicle speeds and 
behaviours
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Thanks for listening 

Sam Roberts 
Opus International 

sam.roberts@opus.co.nz

Stephen Boyle
Auckland City Council

Stephen.Boyle@aucklandcity.govt.nz
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